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Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

On Aug. 12, the nation wit-
nessed a mob of white national-
ists terrorize Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia. They espoused hate. They 
incited violence. They murdered 
Heather Heyer. From our vantage 
point in Connecticut, it’s easy to 
attribute these events to the his-
tory and attitudes of the South. 
We might assume that Cheshire–
a quintessential New England 
town–is immune to such hateful 
politics. It is not. 

Cheshire is home to a chapter 
of ACT for America, an organi-
zation designated by the South-
ern Poverty Law Center as an 
Islamophobic hate group. ACT’s 
director, Brigitte Gabriel, has 
shared her convictions that “(A) 
practicing Muslim who believes 
the word of the Koran to be the 
word of Allah … cannot be a 
loyal citizen of the United States” 
and that refugees are “people try-
ing to suck off of the people from 
the West” where “they know they 
can get a free ticket for money.”

ACT has garnered notoriety 
for its Thin Blue Line Project, 
the stated purpose of which is to 
provide police and law enforcers 
with “all the information they’re 
not now getting from the politi-
cally correct higher-ups in DHS 
and the FBI” about “potential 
Jihadis.” On its website, directly 

across from lists and registries 
of Muslim Student Associations, 
ACT posts “advice” for catching 
terrorists. The message is as clear 
as it is toxic. ACT is fostering a 
racist association with our law 
enforcement towards American 
Muslims – all 3.3 million of them. 

It is true that there are violent 
proponents of Wahhabism who 
preach a debased theology of 
Islam in the United States. It is 
also true that their numbers are 
few and that the overwhelming 
majority of Muslim Americans 
condemn their views. This is a 
fact that ACT willfully ignores. 
The group pours money and time 
into an agenda of suspicion, hate, 
and fear—even funding the pub-
lication of school textbooks that 
claim Islam and “The West” are 
waging an epic clash of civiliza-
tions, a zero-sum game that can 
only have one winner. 

Outside of a 2015 speaking 
event at Calvary Church and a 
joint “March Against Sharia” with 
other Connecticut ACT groups in 
Waterbury this year, Cheshire’s 
ACT chapter has largely operated 
in secret. The only clue pointing 
to the group’s identity is a lone 
email address—act4ourcountry@
gmail.com. There is no way to 
know how active or organized or 
large the group is, but its presence 
is disturbing enough. 

Cheshire’s chapter of ACT for 

America may not be violent, and 
so far they have exercised more 
restraint when it comes to imag-
ery than other hate groups (there 
are no swastikas, white hoods, 
or tiki torches to be found). But 
make no mistake, without ACT 
and other Islamophobic groups 
pushing public discourse further 
towards racism and xenophobia, 
the white supremacists in Char-
lottesville would never have had 
the courage to gather and chant 
“Blood and Soil.” And yes, there 
was a Connecticut contingent at 
the Unite the Right rally, accord-
ing to leaks from the forum where 
the rally was planned. 

ACT cancelled their “America 
First” rallies planned for Sept. 9, 
citing extremists on both sides. 
It’s telling that they didn’t can-
cel the Monday after the Char-
lottesville attack. Instead, they 
canceled after the failed “Boston 
Free Speech” rally, where the 100 
who gathered for “free speech” 
were met with 40,000 counter-
protesters. 

Boston took a stand against 
bigotry, and their actions made a 
difference. It’s time for the people 
of Cheshire to also stand together 
and condemn the ACT chapter 
that wants to make our town a 
safe haven for hate. 

Alex Nicoll
Cheshire

Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

Cheshire has been accused re-
cently in The Hartford Courant, 
the CT Mirror and the CT Patch 
of having a “hate group” in its 
midst—ACT for America. Con-
trary to these allegations, please 
be assured that ACT is a pro-free-
dom for all organization—not a 
“hate group.”

Here is ACT’s policy state-
ment: “ACT for America has 
never and will never tolerate any 
bias, discrimination or violence 
against anyone, based on their 
religion, gender, race or political 
persuasion. Freedom to practice 
one’s religion in peace is afforded 
to each of us by the U.S. Consti-
tution and we will defend it vig-
orously. Through our advocacy 
and activism, we will continue 
to address the threat presented 
by those who seek to destroy our 
Western way of life through ad-
vocating violence or radical reli-
gious discrimination through hate 
groups such as those represented 
by movements like radical Islam. 
We stand shoulder to shoulder 
with peaceful Western Muslims 
and peaceful Muslims world-
wide, who recognize this threat 
and have taken bold actions to 
confront it.”

While CAIR and the other 
Muslim Brotherhood entities 
work to spread sharia worldwide, 
ACT for America has worked 
proudly to pass legislation such 
as the Free Speech Defense Act. 
The content of this and other leg-
islation is available for review at 
the American Public Policy Al-

liance site. Other bills passed by 
ACT include: the anti-FGM bill, 
which makes it a crime to cut a 
girl’s genitals (a practice that pos-
es grave risk of infection and even 
death, and is often performed 
without anesthesia); and Ameri-
can Laws for American Courts, 
which stipulates that, when for-
eign laws conflict with U.S. law 
(examples of which cover child 
marriage, wife-beating and much 
more), they may not be consid-
ered in an American court.

ACT for America partners with 
courageous former Muslims like 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali as well as prac-
ticing Muslims such as Raheel 
Raza and Tawfik Hamid, who 
seek to reform Islam from the in-
side, in order to eliminate the hu-
man rights abuses within sharia. 
For more information on ACT 
for America, visit their website at 
http://www.actforamerica.org/.

CT Chapters
ACT for America

Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

Increasingly, at all levels, our 
elected leaders are stuck in the 
cycle of short-term thinking. This 
is why, generally speaking, the 
electorate is so frustrated with 
politicians.

I ran for the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission two years ago 
because I was alarmed at the lack 
of vision and long-term decision-
making among our elected lead-
ers. I am running for Town Coun-
cil this year for the same reason, 
and with more urgency.

Our state’s fiscal troubles run 
deep and it’s most likely Cheshire 
will receive less aid. This is the 
reality, but we don’t necessar-
ily have to be at the mercy of the 
state budget forever. First step—
let’s stop sitting on our hands.

There’s a natural tendency to 
think short-term in politics. Af-
ter all, the next election is always 

right around the corner. But short-
term thinking yields short-term 
results and this strategy is prov-
ing to be a dead end for Cheshire. 
This can’t be denied. We’re liv-
ing it. Our schools are outdated 
and getting more costly by the 
day. Our property values and our 
grand list have only been going 
sideways for the past eight years. 

It’s time to take a longer view. 
Get much more aggressive about 
economic development. Get se-
rious about working with our 
neighbors to regionalize services. 
Continue to pursue renewing our 
outdated schools. 

In short, if we think and act 
long-term, we can make good 
things happen here. We can move 
Cheshire forward and enjoy a 
wider prosperity.

Jim Jinks
Candidate 

Council At-Large

Cheshire’s ACT Chapter Spreads Hateful Message

ACT Chapter Fights Back Against “Hate Group” Label

Short-Term View Won’t Cut It Anymore

Pick Up DROP Provision 
The goal of any municipality is to look for ways to save taxpayers 

money.
That’s true in good economic times and it is essential in bad ones. 

Right now, Connecticut is sitting in a financial dumpster that’s on fire, 
and the crew up in Hartford seem to be trying their best to put it out 
with gallons of gasoline.

So when Town Manager Michael Milone proposes any initiative that 
could save Cheshire a few extra dollars, the Town Council and com-
munity at large should listen. When it comes with the added benefit of 
potentially keeping some of Cheshire’s most experienced workers on 
the job for years to come, ears should open even wider.

Those things don’t usually go together all that well—experience and 
cost savings. Usually, a municipality only sees a decrease in salary 
expenditures when older, more seasoned workers are replaced with 
younger, just-getting-started employees. 

The trade off is obvious—you retain more money but lose the knowl-
edge veteran workers have accrued over the years. If you’re going to 
pay someone less, it usually means you have to start that person from 
scratch.

The DROP provision, it appears, would be a way around that. If 
enacted the way explained by Milone, it would allow the Town to keep 
retirement-age employees on the payroll at a substantially decreased 
salary. 

Cheshire would retain the benefit of their expertise while the work-
ers would be able to collect on a pension and also continue to work for 
the Town. It would appear to be a win-win.

Of course, the Town Council will have to go through this provision 
with a fine-tooth comb. Milone admitted to The Herald this week that 
he has kept details about DROP vague so as to allow Town Council 
Members the latitude to implement the program in any way they see fit.

That means more information is to come about the provision, which 
could cast a less favorable light on the initiative.

The devil is always in the details, and if the Council peruses this 
idea and determines that the cost savings just wouldn’t be there, or that 
the Town would, on most occasions, be better served by adding new 
employees to full-time roles rather than keeping older employees on 
part-time, then DROP will be dropped before it is ever picked up.

Right now, however, it seems like a smart way to save a few dollars 
while keeping Cheshire’s best workers on the clock. Yes, there is some-
thing to be said for bringing in fresh faces and new ideas. Yes, someone 
who has been on the job for a long time can get stuck in their ways.

Experience can’t be faked. One only truly gets better at something 
over time, through trial and error. 

Finding a way to skip the trials and errors while also increasing the 
municipality’s bank account sounds like the type of innovative think-
ing these hard financial times are going to require.


