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Opinions
Five
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Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

Many people ask me about the 
difference between Democrats 
and Republicans. To be clear, as 
much as ever, there are big dif-
ferences between the parties on 
many fronts. But for the moment, 
let’s consider fiscal and budget is-
sues.

In Washington, President 
Trump is pushing a deficit-fi-
nanced tax cut package that will 
benefit only the few. The GOP 
in Congress are looking at cap-
ping contributions to 401(k) ac-
counts, significantly raising taxes 
on responsible middle- and upper 

middle-class savers. Meanwhile, 
Republicans in Hartford passed 
a budget that included eliminat-
ing important economic develop-
ment incentives, added over $800 
million in new taxes and fees and 
effectively kicked the paying of 
pensions down the road yet again. 
Thankfully, the Governor vetoed 
it. 

“Conservatism” is dead in the 
Republican Party. The GOP can’t 
legitimately claim to be the party 
of fiscal prudence anymore.

In Cheshire, Republicans have 
nearly always been in control and 
have us where we are now—in 
a very tough spot. We have no 

momentum in economic develop-
ment, we already underfund edu-
cation and our schools are getting 
older and more expensive by the 
day. Even now, there’s still foot-
dragging on a long-term plan. 

By contrast, the only era of 
Democratic Party majority in 
Cheshire—six years that ended 
nearly a decade ago—was nota-
bly a time of balanced budgets 
with lower mill rate increases 
than the GOP-majority years im-
mediately before or since. 

In Hartford, the Democrats 
have just forged a bipartisan bud-
get that is leaps and bounds bet-
ter than the Republican budget 

Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

I am writing to support my 
good friend Don Walsh for the 
Town Council. Why? Because he 
cares passionately about Cheshire 
and those less fortunate than him-

self. He has the appropriate back-
ground and will work hard for the 
good of all. 

I have known Don for 20 years 
as we both have been raising 
money to support the great efforts 
of the MS Society. Don and his 

family have been tireless in their 
resolve to help defeat MS. He 
has stepped it up to a new level 
with the Cheshire Lights of Hope, 
which has raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to benefit the 
town, students and charities—full 
disclosure, that includes the Petit 
Family Foundation.

Most importantly, he has a de-
gree in business economics and 
has worked in a retail/wholesale 
business for 35-plus years on the 
front lines. He understands the lo-
cal and state economy, he under-

stands the costs of running busi-
nesses and events, and he knows 
how to grow business even in a 
flat or declining economy.

Finally, he is a family man of 
great faith, compassion and gen-
erosity and will work tirelessly to 
improve the quality of life for all 
in Cheshire. 

I urge you to support Don on 
Nov. 7.

William A. Petit, Jr. M.D.
State Representative

22nd District

Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

Many thanks for the coopera-
tion of the Town Council can-
didates, members of the media, 
high school students who timed 
the responses, and a respect-
ful audience for the successful 
forum on Oct. 18. We believe it 
was worth the time and effort to 
hold this traditional gathering.  
We hope it will help inform our 
voters when they choose the nine 
people who will lead Cheshire for 
the next two years.

The Cheshire-Wallingford 

League of Women Voters appre-
ciates the opportunity to encour-
age thoughtful discourse and we 
are thankful for having received 
the respect and support of the 
Town officials for many years.  
It is unlikely that we will be able 
to continue performing this ser-
vice, so we have prepared a set 
of guidelines so the process can 
continue in the future, even if we 
aren’t able to conduct it. 

Aleta Looker and Pat Vita
Cheshire-Wallingford LWV

Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

Not satisfied with the direc-
tion our world is heading? Get 
involved.  

Not happy with the discourse 
taking place? Speak up!  

Frustrated by leadership? Show 
them with your vote.

It’s important to realize that 
the most impactful vote you can 
make is, in fact, at the local lev-
el. The municipal elections offer 
you a voice in who gets to make 
the decisions that directly impact 
your wallet. Yes, the federal gov-
ernment greatly impacts your life, 
but the local government has a 
direct link to your property taxes, 
the services you receive at your 
home, and the education that your 
children receive in your public 
schools.

This November, we have a 
chance to change things locally. 
The Democratic candidates that 
are seeking to serve in our town 
are dedicated to helping shape 
Cheshire into its very best ver-
sion.

Check out the Cheshire Demo-
cratic Town Committee website 
at http://www.cheshiredem.org 

for more information on the can-
didates.

I urge you to consider them and 
implore you to vote.

Therese Bradley
Cheshire

that passed in September. The 
latest budget not only lets us pay 
our pension debts, it continues 
to shrink government, protects 
municipal funding and invests in 
growth. 

These days, you tell me what 
is “conservative” and I’ll show 
you Democrats making it happen. 
Democrats are the party of fiscal 
responsibility and real progress. 
On Nov. 7, vote for Cheshire 
Democrats and let’s make good 
things happen.

 
Jim Jinks

Town Council
Candidate At-Large

Democrats Are Now The Ones Promoting Fiscally Conservative Ideas

Petit Supports Walsh, Says He Has What It Takes To Help Lead Cheshire

LWV Thankful For Community 
Support At Candidates Forum

No Excuse Not To Vote This Election

Pages In History
Pages In History will look 
back each week at what was 
making news in The Cheshire 
Herald in years past.

October 24, 1957
60 Years Ago

Brothers Game Farm, oper-
ated by Alden Brewerton and 
John Brewerton, on Jarvis 
Street is one of Cheshire’s little 
known businesses. Started 10 
years ago and dedicated to the 
production of game birds, the 
venture has grown until this 
year, they have grown over 3,000 
pheasants to maturity and have, 
at present, more than 600 quail 
of various ages. They have also 
raised wild turkeys and chuckar 
partridges at different times. 
The Brewertons find that one 
of the biggest problems in the 
business is attempting to guess 
what kind of game bird hunters 
will be interested in in the future, 
as it takes about two years to 
get a particular breed into com-
mercial production. This year, 
they are selling dressed game 
birds to the public for the first 
time and have opened a sales-
room at the Jarvis Street loca-
tion.

October 26, 1967
50 Years Ago

Landscaping of the Cheshire 
Shopping Center, initial project 
of the beautification plan of the 
Cheshire Conservation Com-
mission, will begin shortly, ac-
cording to Commission Chair-
man Herbert Cran. Mr. Cran 
said approval of the plan by 
owners of the shopping facility 
had opened the way for imple-
mentation of the project devel-
oped by the Conservation Com-
mission over several months. 
Plantings designed to make 
best use of the available land 
without interfering with parking 
areas include both small and 
large trees and a grass area. A 
map drawn by the Conserva-
tion Commission shows that 
the beautification plan in its 
first phase involves South Main 
Street from approximately King 
Road to Richards Corner. Mr. 
Cran observed that the beau-
tification of the approach to a 
community serves as a “wel-
come” to visitors as well as a 
source of pleasure to residents.

October 27, 1977
40 Years Ago

A 35-subdivision to be known 
as Willow Brook Farms has 
been proposed by local builder 
George W. Richard for a loca-
tion at the southwest corner 
of Oak Avenue and Ives Row. 
A application for the half-acre 
subdivision was accepted as 
complete by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission. The lay-
out is in the conventional man-
ner rather than clustered. One 
of the proposed new roads—
Briar Court—opens on Oak Av-
enue and describes a arc north, 
forming a cul-de-sac at an area 
topographically unsuitable for 
building. Another street, bear-
ing the same name as the de-
velopment, lies between Briar 
Court and Ives Row. 

October 29, 1987
30 Years Ago

As of October 23, 11,924 
Cheshire residents are eligible 
to cast ballots in the biennial 
town election on Tuesday, Nov. 
3, according to the Registrar of 
Voters. A better-than-average 
turnout is expected, with issues 
seen as critical to the town’s fu-
ture cutting across party lines, 
and capital items totaling $10.1 
million. Money for the Town Hall 
project and to purchase the old 
driving range will be decided by 
voters.


