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Gromko Is The Voice Second District Needs On Council
Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

Derek Gromko will bring a 
fresh perspective to Cheshire’s 
Town Council. Derek is an ex-
perienced local businessman and 
is the chairman of the Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce as well as 
a member of the Economic De-
velopment Commission. He be-
lieves that to attract new families 
as well as keep current residents 
in Cheshire, the Town must have 

diverse housing options, attrac-
tive retail venues, including lo-
cally owned stores, and ensure 
that our schools and recreational 
facilities are well maintained and 
inviting. 

Gromko understands the im-
mediate budget pressures fac-
ing Cheshire, but he knows that 
Cheshire’s long-term viability 
must be premised on a balanced 
approach to maximizing rev-
enues and effectively managing 

expenditures. Derek voiced his 
support for sending the Facility 
Master Plan to referendum to let 
voters decide what they want for 
Cheshire. 

Derek Gromko shares your vi-
sion of a vibrant Cheshire—he 
needs your vote of Nov 7. to turn 
this vision into reality. 

Kathy Yacavone
Cheshire

Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

I am writing in support of the 
candidacy of Jim Jinks for Town 
Council. 

In some ways, Jim is the type 
of candidate who is a throwback 
to an earlier time. He is a de-
voted family man who is already 
actively engaged in community 
affairs, youth sports and church 
affairs, but who still feels called 
to more deeply involve himself in 
local governance for the greater 
good of the town. As a Council 
member, Jim would be the type of 
person who would provide what 
is truly required, and that is good 

leadership. Jim is not an angry, 
divisive, ideologically-driven 
person but, rather, he is a thought-
ful, articulate person willing to 
get involved to make good deci-
sions that will benefit the Town 
of Cheshire in both the short and, 
more importantly, long-term. 

In an era of anger and disen-
gagement, it is refreshing that a 
person of the caliber of Jim Jinks 

is willing to run for office and to 
serve the citizens of Cheshire. A 
vote for Jim is a vote for good 
leadership that will help ensure a 
bright future for Cheshire and all 
its residents. I urge all to vote for 
Jim for Town Council.

Joe Clerkin
Cheshire

Editor, The Cheshire Herald:

My name is David Veleber and 
I am running for election to the 
Cheshire Town Council in the 
First District.  

I have lived in Cheshire for 39 
years. My wife and I are raising 
our four daughters here. I want 
Cheshire to continue to be a won-
derful place to raise a family, as 
well as a place where seniors can 
continue to live without being 
forced out by high taxes, and ex-
isting and new businesses desire 
to operate.  

We need to keep our taxes low, 
maintain our excellent educa-
tion system, and facilitate quality 
economic development, not only 
in the north end, but also by pro-
moting businesses in the center 

of town. The center of town is a 
place that can thrive and provide 
a vibrant area for shopping, din-
ing, and other needed services, 
given the proper vision.

I have served on various town 
commissions for 20 years. I am 
currently a Planning and Zoning 
Commissioner where I always 
work relentlessly to fully un-
derstand the matters before the 
commission, vet any and all is-
sues, and vote in the best interest 
of the town. That is the level of 
dedication, commitment, and ex-
perience I will bring to the Town 
Council.

Additionally, as an attorney 
with over 20 years of experience 
in residential and commercial 
real estate transactions, I have 
significant experience with finan-

cial matters and budgets. I would 
be able to address the financial 
challenges facing Cheshire, find-
ing ways to help provide for 
Cheshire’s needs while also ad-
dressing the needs of Cheshire’s 
taxpayers.  

It is time for a change in the 
First District. The First District 
needs a councilperson that will 
thoughtfully listen to the con-
cerns of its residents and advo-
cate for those concerns to make 
sure the needs of the First District 
are met. I would be honored and 
privileged to represent you.  

David Veleber
Candidate 

Town Council First District

Veleber Wants To Go To Work For First District

Jim Jinks Is An Old-School Candidate With Fresh Ideas

It appears that Connecticut may finally have a budget.
The State Senate was expected to vote Wednesday on a bipartisan 

agreement, reached after intense negotiations over the last few days, 
and the CT House of Representatives are scheduled to take up the mat-
ter today (results past press time).

If all goes according to plan, the budget will be passed by a major-
ity that will make Gov. Dannel Malloy’s expected veto unimportant. 
Leaders of both political parties are claiming they have enough votes 
to override such a veto and make the budget official.

This is certainly welcome news, especially if the plan does avoid the 
harshest cuts to municipal aid that had been feared by local leaders. 
Cheshire can weather, albeit with difficulty, a shortfall of a few mil-
lion in funding from Hartford. If that number ballooned to over $13 
million, as had been predicted, the results could have been devastating.

Republicans deserve credit for passing, with the help of some Demo-
crats, a budget proposal a few weeks ago, which was ultimately vetoed 
by Malloy but appears to have served as the framework for the current 
deal being considered. Democratic leaders must also be applauded for 
seeking a bipartisan agreement that appears to have provided all sides 
with palatable compromises.

And everyone should be commended for keeping Malloy out of the 
process entirely. The Governor is not just toxic politically, he also has 
shown no ability to bridge opposing viewpoints and likely would have 
made a deal all but impossible to reach.

Yet, no one should be taking bows at the moment. Speaker of the 
House Joe Aresimowicz (D-30) was quoted as saying the agreement 
represented a “historic day” in Connecticut, a sentiment echoed by 
many of his collegues on both sides of the aisle. If by “historic” they 
mean “embarrassing,” then we agree.

The fact that it took so long for a deal to be reached is not just an ab-
stract black eye for the reputation of the state. Recently released state 
labor numbers suggest that Connecticut has lost nearly 8,000 jobs in 
the last three months. Municipalities have already had to make sub-
stantial cuts under the assumption that owed money will not be forth-
coming from Hartford, even when the budget fiasco is settled.

It is also dispiriting that almost no details about the proposal were 
released until right about the time a vote in the State Legislature was 
expected. Even as of press time, there was still a tremendous amount of 
ambiguity as to what the budget agreement would mean for Cheshire 
this year and going forward.

Initial reports state that no large-scale income or sales tax increases 
are included in the plan. There is also word that the budget will include 
caps on both how much the state can spend and how much it can bor-
row. Both would be positive steps forward.

Connecticut didn’t land in this mess overnight. It won’t get out of 
this mess in one or two budget cycles. It is good that a deal has seem-
ingly been reached. But the process the state just went through should 
serve as a source of shame for all involved, not a model for future 
negotiations.

Hartford Should Take No Bows


